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Frank Louws is professor of plant pathology at North Carolina State University. He
joined the NCSU faculty in 1996. Prior to this position, he was a post-doctoral fellow at
the Center for Microbial Ecology at the Michigan State University-Department of Energy
Plant Research Laboratory, East Lansing, Mich.

Education and honors

He has an M.S. in plant pathology from the University of Guelph and a Ph.D. in plant
pathology from Michigan State University. He attended Dordt College in Sioux Center,
lowa, before earning his B.S. degree in horticulture at the University of Guelph. Honors
during his career have included: American Society for Horticultural Sciences Outstanding
Extension Paper Award; Outstanding Service Award from North Carolina Strawberry
Growers Association; and service as Senior Editor of Phytopathology.

Research, extension and teaching focus

Dr. Louws develops extension and research programs emphasizing integrated pest
management and sustainable agricultural principles and practices for growers of small
fruits and vegetables. His work addresses production agriculture questions combined
with fundamental biological questions. His extension programs address key industry
disease problems in strawberry, pepper, tomato, greenhouse vegetable production and
organic production. He has taught courses in plant pathology methods and diagnosis,
field plant pathology, alternative research strategies for sustainable farming systems
and organic farming systems.

Research funding
His research has been funded primarily through competitive grants. He also has received
support from grower associations, grants-in-aid and other commodity-related support.
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