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2017 Iowa Legislature votes to ‘eliminate the Leopold Center’

Branstad’s veto saves the Leopold 
Center’s name, but not its funding

5

6

The 2017 Iowa Legislature passed a bill to cease funding and “eliminate the 
Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at Iowa State University (SF 510).”  
On the final day of this year’s legislative session, the bill went to Governor Terry 

Branstad for his signature. On May 12  — prior to his departure to China to serve 
as the U.S. Ambassador — he vetoed the lines that would have stricken the Center 
from existence. But he did not veto the section that ordered Leopold Center funding 
diverted to the Iowa Nutrient Research Center, thus leaving the Center with no state-
appropriated money to operate.

The Leopold Center has been on the leading edge of sustainable agriculture for 30 
years, awarding grants for work on practices that have become commonplace in today’s 
sustainable farming operations.

Some examples include:
• In 1988, the Leopold Center paid for the installation of a state-of-the-art water 

quality monitoring system at the ISU Northeast Research and Demonstration 
Farm near Nashua. The site has 36 one-acre plots, each with its own subsurface 
drainage system that can isolate water samples for analysis. The Leopold Center 
funded three studies at these plots on how nutrients, chemicals, and pesticides 
move through groundwater. Researchers have used this monitoring system to 
conduct many other studies that went beyond Leopold Center projects.

• The Center funded research to study cover crops in Iowa 27 years ago.
• In 2006, the Center sponsored research on using strips of prairie in row crop 

fields to reduce nitrogen and soil loss, which recently has gained national 
attention.

Since its beginning, the Leopold Center has operated 
independently with oversight of an advisory board 
consisting of appointees from the regent universities, 
independent colleges and universities, the State 
Soil Conservation Committee, Iowa Department 
of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, and various 
agricultural organizations. The advisory board will 
be retained; they, along with ISU administrators, will 
explore how the Leopold Center will function in the 
future.

As the impact of these changes continues to resonate 
across the state and the country, it is our hope that 

Iowa’s natural resources — its soil and bodies of water — remain a priority of Iowa 
farmers and landowners.

The Leopold Center 
received numerous 
words of praise and 
encouragement from 
supporters during this 
time of uncertainty. 
See page 3 for excerpts 
from some of these 
comments.
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What happened to the Leopold Center?
A timeline of dismantlement—

 April 11 Leopold Center Director Mark Rasmussen receives word 
of the introduction of Senate File 510, which includes:

“Division 10: Appropriation and statutory changes 
— elimination of Leopold Center for Sustainable 

Agriculture”

  Center staff, ISU administration, and friends of the 
Center reach out to stakeholders.

 April 12 The sustainable agriculture community at ISU learn of 
SF 510; alumna Angie Carter starts a grassroots campaign 
to inform Iowa Legislature’s appropriations subcommittee 
of the Leopold Center’s importance and to convince 
them to save it.

 April 17 Public hearing at the state Capitol for several impacted 
programs including the Leopold Center. There were 13 
people who spoke on the Center’s behalf; more than 
50 requested to speak. Many others attended to show 
support.

 April 21 Both House and Senate approve SF 510 as the bill was 
written and it goes to the governor for his signature. 
The Iowa Legislature adjourns.

 May 1-3 Gov. Branstad is in Washington D.C. for ambassador 
confirmation hearings.

 May 12 Gov. Branstad signs SF 510, but line-item vetoes the 
elimination of the Leopold Center. He does approve the 
measure that ends funding for the Center. 

  “The veto of these particularly specified items will 
preserve the existence of the Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Agriculture while also maintaining the 
sections transferring funding to ISU’s College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences to continue valuable 
research into environmental and water quality issues.” 
              — excerpt from governor’s office note on his veto

  May 15 Leopold Center staff and ISU administrators begin the 
process outlined in SF 510.

   “Sec. 33: Ongoing Activities and Expenses; which includes 
cancelling existing grants and no initiation of new grants 
or projects.”

  June 8 Advisory Board meeting includes an update from ISU 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences administrators 
on the way forward. Grants are under consideration as 
to their continuation, cancellation or completion. 

  June 9 Director Rasmussen announces a request for 
nominations to serve on a Visioning Task Force for the 
future of the Leopold Center. 
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An outpouring of support
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Since it was announced that the Iowa Legislature intended to eliminate and defund the Leopold Center, kind 
words of support came from people from all over the state as well as beyond Iowa’s borders. They commended 
the Center for its uniqueness, foresight in alternative agriculture practices, and longevity. These words appeared 
in letters to the editor, news commentary, and feature articles in newspapers, periodicals and on social media. 
Here are a few of the thoughtful comments:

The Leopold Center is the ONLY body in Iowa 
that can nudge us, confront us, ask us to try 
new farming methods. If we are afraid of 
questioning, of hard thinking, we must rate 
ourselves very low as leaders. Iowa has an 
opportunity to be at the vanguard of solutions 
for our farmers. We can’t do that without the 
leadership of the Leopold Center.

 Ann Werner
Scott County, Iowa

It’s about what it represents: an agriculture that explores 
something other than the corn-bean-hog-petrochemical way 
of doing things as they have been done. Agri-industry does 
not want to hear about native grasses they cannot patent. It 
does not want to hear about planting corn on fewer marginal 
acres and replacing it with cattle. It does not want you to 
know about integrated pest management that might not 
require you to plant Bt corn. That’s what the Leopold Center 
does: it looks at how to reduce inputs and costs for farmers 
while improving soil tilth, water quality and on-farm profit.
Nobody wants the farmer unshackled from that supply 
chain that controls Iowa. And that’s why the Leopold 
Center was defunded. A dark day indeed.

Art Cullen
(Pulitzer Prize winner)

The Storm Lake Times

For Gov. Terry Branstad to affirm the 
Legislature’s decision to close the center on 
his way out of Iowa, and on his way to China, 
would cause those in China’s ag leadership to 
raise questions as to why the center was deemed 
unnecessary. Iowa’s long-term relationship 
with China would benefit greatly by being 
able to refer them to Leopold Center 
projects. It may even lead to collaborations.

Thomas C. Dorr
Former USDA under secretary for rural development

Former CEO/president of the U.S. Grains Council

As a graduate of the ISU Sustainable Agriculture 
program, I benefited from the Center as a hub 
for creativity, innovation, and science to address 
agricultural change... As a research entity on the 
ISU campus, the Center’s work is not replicated 
on campus or elsewhere. 

Angie Carter
Rock Island, Illinois

In its 30 years of existence, the 
Leopold Center has always been a 
beacon of the future, and one that 
does the empirical research to help 
farmers to live into that future.

Travis Cox
Longmont, Colorado

It is beyond foolish to think that shutting down a 
decades-old research center that contributes 
to the progress of Iowa’s backbone of industry is 
a good idea... With this budget cut, lawmakers 
are saying that farmers don’t deserve the latest 
information and technology that is needed for 
them to produce a sustainable harvest.

ISU Daily editorial board

An immense amount of cutting-edge research has come from the Leopold Center 
over the past 30 years. Some of that research has contributed to the robust 
database of the Scientific Assessment of Iowa’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy. 
Today the Leopold Center is needed more than ever to help us find 
innovative ways to solve Iowa’s water quality problems and make Iowa 
agriculture more environmentally friendly.

Francis Thicke
Fairfield, Iowa



4 LEOPOLD LETTER  • VOL. 29  NO. 2 • SUMMER 2017

What’s next for the Leopold Center?

Beginning July 1, the Leopold Center will exist but without 
the funding established when it began in 1987. Questions 
from researchers, supporters of the Center, and the general 

public have been posed regarding its future. At press time, there 
are still many decisions to be made about the Leopold Center’s 
role in the future of sustainable agriculture. Some of the questions 
that we have heard are addressed here, and answers are as 
complete as they can be.

Q: What is happening with current and new 
     grants?

A: The active projects that the Leopold Center has funded prior 
to FY2018 have been reviewed carefully by the ISU College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences Dean Wendy Wintersteen, Associate 
Dean Mark Honeyman, and Leopold Center Director Mark 
Rasmussen. Many of the grants that fit within the criteria of the 
Iowa Nutrient Research Center (INRC) will be continued through 
this unit, located at ISU. Research work on several grants will be 
finished by June 30, and some projects will be allowed to finish 
by the end of 2017.  Newly awarded grants for FY2018 are either 
cancelled or will move to the INRC.

Q. Will there still be a competitive grant 
      program at the Leopold Center?

A: The long-running competitive grants program sponsored by 
the Leopold Center will cease. The INRC annually awards funding 
for research projects that focus on identifying and improving 
nutrient reduction practices. Research projects intended to study 
other aspects of sustainable agriculture may not be in line with 
the INRC mission. More information can be found on the INRC’s 
website: www.cals.iastate.edu/nutrientcenter

Q. How can I find information on Leopold Center 
     grants that were done in the past?

A: Completed grant final report summaries are housed at Iowa 
State University’s digital repository: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/
leopold/

This archive site is searchable by researcher, key word or grant 
number. In addition to completed grant reports, the repository 
houses the Center’s annual reports, quarterly newsletters, 
publications and other materials, including brochures and 
manuals produced as outcomes from research and education 
projects over the last 30 years.

Q. Is there any money that the Leopold Center 
     could use to keep it running?

A: The Iowa Legislature voted to end funding for the Leopold 
Center from two accounts, both of which were vital for operations 
and for the competitive grant program. The ISU Foundation holds 
an account with money donated to the Leopold Center through 
gifts, wills and estates. The principal funds must stay within the 
Foundation, but interest from these gifts can be used annually. 

This amount is not enough to run the Center as it has existed.
This year, the Foundation account funds will support the 

ISU Graduate Program for Sustainable Agriculture (GPSA), the 
faculty position for the Henry A. Wallace Chair for Sustainable 
Agriculture, and some ongoing special projects.

Q. Will you start a GoFundMe page?

A: The Leopold Center will not establish a GoFundMe page, 
since the Center is a government entity and not a private 
organization. The amount of money for the Center that was 
removed from the state budget (approximately $1.8 million) seems 
small in comparison to other state organizations, but it is a large 
amount to ask from private donors, especially on an annual basis. 
Many people have indicated that they would support the Center 
monetarily, and we are appreciative of these gestures.

Q. If the Center won’t fund research grants in 
     the future, what will it do? 

A: Because former Gov. Branstad vetoed the line that would 
have eliminated the Leopold Center, it remains as a unit along 
with its mission “to identify and reduce negative environmental 
and socio-economic impacts of agricultural practices. The center 
also shall research and assist in developing emerging alternative 
practices that are consistent with a sustainable agriculture.”

 Dean Wintersteen has requested the establishment of a 
visioning task force for the Leopold Center. Director Rasmussen 
and current advisory board chair Doug Gronau will serve as co-
chairs of the task force. The task force’s first job is to hold listening 
sessions across Iowa to gather ideas for the future of the Center. 
The listening sessions will be held within the next few months; 
dates and locations will be announced soon. A website may be 
established later for those who did not attend a listening session 
to submit their ideas for the future Leopold Center. The task force 
will submit a summarized report of the listening sessions to the 
Dean and the Advisory Board.

Q. What about office management and regular 
     correspondence?

A: The Leopold Center staff will not be retained. Director 
Rasmussen will remain part-time as will Distinguished Fellow 
Fred Kirschenmann. The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
communications office will be handling news about the Center. 
Regular communication with stakeholders, such as newsletters 
and notifications, will be determined at a later date.
 This will be the final quarterly newsletter, and an annual report 
for 2016-2017 will be distributed later this summer.

Contact the Leopold Center by phone: 515-294-3711 or 
 Mark Rasmussen directly: 515-294-7836

email: markras@iastate.edu.
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Youth education project made possible through donor
By MARY ADAMS, Outreach, and Policy Initiative Leader

Early in 2016, the Leopold Center received a bequest from 
the estate of Iowan Robert Margroff designated for youth 
education about the environment. Most of the Center’s 

educational efforts have focused on reaching adults and Margroff’s 
gift has allowed the Center to support youth education through 
Water Rocks!, a statewide program for K-12 students. And now a 
new project has begun aimed at connecting high school students 
with the natural world around them. 

 “Building Youth Conservation Leadership Capacity Through 
Project-Based Learning” is inspired by the Bluestem Institute, a 
“school within a school” conducted at Ames High School from 
2014 through 2016. 

The Bluestem Institute, a unique project-based learning seminar 
focused on watershed-level issues in Iowa, was created and 
nurtured by Ames High School teachers Joe Brekke (English), 
Mike Todd (science) and Chad Zmolek (government, economics 
and sociology).

The Iowa Water Center and Iowa Stormwater Education 
Partnership (ISWEP) already had begun efforts to adapt the 
Bluestem Institute model for use at other Iowa high schools. 
Conversations with the Leopold Center staff led to combining 
talent and resources to share the program with a broader audience.

Working with Melissa Miller, associate director of the Iowa 
Water Center, the project team has completed Phase 1, which 
included creating a flexible framework and collecting core 
resources for a pilot program that other Iowa high schools can use 
in their classrooms, which the team has named The Watershed 
Project.

The project organizers identified these goals:
• Create an educational framework for integrating soil and 

water conservation into Iowa high school curriculums to 
encourage critical thinking that builds resiliency in urban 
and agricultural communities through STEM and other 
areas of study such as art and music.

• Provide the resources necessary to integrate and deliver 
the developed curriculum, including lessons and activities, 
supplies, reference materials and professional development 
opportunities.

• Provide resources and support that promote student 
interaction with the community and allow students to 
share their experiences and learning with others, with the 
greater goal of raising community awareness on soil and 
water conservation issues.

“We are so grateful to the Leopold Center, the Iowa Water 
Center, and the family of Robert Margroff for inviting us to 
continue developing The Watershed Project,” said Brekke, who 
serves as one of The Watershed Project program managers. 
“The project reconnects our kids with nature by extending the 
classroom to include the ponds, streams and rivers that compose 
their local watershed. It examines the impacts of our actions 
on the people and ecosystems downstream. When students are 
invited to explore the world beyond their classroom windows, 
authentic inquiry and engagement ensue. This project immerses 
students in place-based studies of real issues and invites them 
to design solutions to Iowa’s water challenges with community 
members with the capacity to take action.”

In Phase 2, the program materials created by the Ames 
instructors will be used in a pilot this fall at Davenport North 
High School. The project team is working with Robbin Dunn, 

communications and preparedness manager at the City of 
Davenport Public Works, and Laura McCreery, Davenport 
North High School science teacher. They will attend PBL World 
at the Buck Institute for Education June 19-22, an intensive 
seminar where they will design their implementation plan of 
The Watershed Project for McCreery’s classroom. The City of 
Davenport has contributed to Dunn’s registration costs, signifying 
a partnership already blossoming between the city and the school.

At PBL World, Dunn and McCreery will attend “Project Slice,” 
an immersive experience where they will engage in project-based 
learning from the learner’s perspective while allowing time for 
pedagogical reflection. The following three days will be spent 
learning about Gold Standard PBL (project based learning)
elements, generating project ideas and refining them through 
peer critique, establishing assessment tools for their projects, 
and discuss principles and management in the project-based 
learning classroom. Ames High School faculty members described 
PBL World as imperative to the success of implementing The 
Watershed Project.

At the culmination of the school year, students will 
communicate what they have learned through multimedia art 
projects. 

Phase 3, in the following school year, will include a pilot effort 
in a smaller Iowa high school in a different part of the state while 
the project team makes final updates to the program and conducts 
continuous feedback and evaluation. 

After successful completion of the pilot program, the Iowa 
Water Center will provide grant funds annually to one Iowa high 
school to implement The Watershed Project.

“Our ultimate goal with this program is to help build engaged, 
resilient communities that proactively and collaboratively 
address soil and water conservation issues. We believe we can 
contribute to building an emerging generation of civic leaders 
with commitment and interest in environmental sustainability,” 
says Melissa Miller, project coordinator. “We are committed to 
seeing The Watershed Project adopted on a wide scale. While any 
school can implement the framework at any time, we understand 
that a little seed money goes a long way in trying something 
new.” ISWEP will promote the program through outreach to their 
member cities that are involved with local educational efforts on 
soil and water quality and watershed management.

All information and resources about the project will be available 
to high schools at no charge. For more information, see the 
website: https://www.thewatershedprojectiowa.org/. 

Ames High School students, led by Chad Zmolek (bottom 
left), conduct hands-on studies at Squaw Creek in Ames.
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On the Web: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/leopold/ Summaries of recently completed research projects, funded 
by the Leopold Center’s competitive grants program, 
are available for review at Iowa State University’s digital 

repository. The reports summarize how each project was 
conducted and what was learned. All Leopold Center completed 
grant reports in the repository are searchable by year, grant ID 
number, or key word.

• Small-farm business development incubator for refugee 
farmers (M2015-13): Lutheran Services in Iowa worked 
with community partners, volunteers and individuals from 
the refugee community to help make their desire to return 
to caring for the land a reality. Phase 2 set up a training 
farm program with larger land plots, support and training 
for farmers with one year or more of community garden 
experience. The refugees will develop a viable small-market 
businesses over a 3-5 year period.

• Integrating project knowledge and models: The next 
step in developing a Payment for Ecosystem Services 
(PES) scheme for the Big Creek watershed (E2013-08): 
Researchers developed a plan to formalize relationships 
between ecosystem service providers (farmers) and 
ecosystem beneficiaries (water users within the watershed). 
The core of PES allows downstream beneficiaries to 
make direct, contractual and/or conditional payments to 
landowners/farmers for adopting land use practices that 
secure positive PES outcomes.

• Winter rye cover crop effect on corn seedling pathogens 
(E2012-03): Scientists conducted laboratory and field 

Shivvers lecture features authors behind Iowa Groundwater 
Protection Act and Leopold Center

studies to find out what effects cereal rye cover crops 
had on corn yield under different conditions and 
different management tactics. They found that spraying 
the cover crop with glyphosate 10-14 days before corn 
planting can reduce the risk of corn seedling root 
infections following the cover crop.

• Crop diversity effects on soil organic matter and 
nitrate retention in surface and subsoils (E2015-17): 
This project looked at whether crop rotations with 
greater belowground carbon inputs would increase 
soil organic matter (SOM) by delivering carbon to the 
subsoil with low soil organic carbon (SOC) levels. The 
researchers found that extended crop rotations had 
higher SOC than the simple rotations, down to 1 meter 
depth. The rate of SOC storage over 12 years was greater 
at depth than at the surface but was not affected by crop 
rotation.

• Evaluating how private conservation initiatives may 
increase farmer adoption of conservation practices 
(P2016-01): The Private Conservation Initiative (PCI) 
is a relatively new tactic to encourage landowners and 
their tenants to consider changing or adding to their 
conservation toolbox. This project looked closer at the 
availability, mechanics and potential effects of PCIs 
in Iowa. Project leaders found a set of decision points, 
as well as identified costs and benefits for farmers to 
consider when entering agreements with PCI providers.

The annual Shivvers Memorial Lecture was held on 
March 28 and featured three former Iowa legislators who 
played a integral part in the passage of the 1987 Iowa 

Groundwater Protection Act. The Leopold Center for Sustainable 
Agriculture was created under this Act. Paul Johnson, David 
Osterberg and Ralph Rosenberg shared their experiences in 
creating the legislation and offered their thoughts on what the 
future may hold for the Center as well as agriculture in Iowa.

The panel commented on the hurdles that they went through 
in establishing the Leopold Center. You can listen to the podcast 
of the event; download the link from the website: www.leopold.
iastate.edu/news/calendar/shivvers. Previous Shivvers lecture 
podcasts can be downloaded here as well.

Rosenberg announces retirement plans
The Iowa Environmental Council announced that Executive 

Director Ralph Rosenberg intends to retire effective Sept. 30, 2017. 
He will continue to serve the IEC while they search for the new 
executive director, to ensure a smooth transition.

“I am not abandoning the fight to preserve and protect Iowa’s 
natural resources,” stated Rosenberg. “I am committed to 

continuing the effort to protect our environment in retirement 
and leave knowing that the Council is in strong hands to advocate 
on behalf of all Iowans.”  Rosenberg intends to remain active with 
nonprofit consulting and as an adjunct faculty member for local 
colleges and universities.

The 2017 Shivvers Memorial Lecture featured (left to 
right) Ralph Rosenberg, David Osterberg and Paul Johnson. 
They are the former legislators behind the creation of the 
Leopold Center 30 years ago.
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‘Ames Reads Leopold’ gives voice to celebrated essays

Delate, Cambardella report to the National 
Press Foundation

Rodale Institute has announced the recipients to be 
honored at the upcoming 7th Annual Organic Pioneer 
Awards (OPA) dinner. The OPA is an opportunity to 

recognize a research scientist, farmer, and business that are 
leading the way to an organic planet. This year’s recipients 
are researcher Kathleen Delate, Iowa State University; 
organic farmer Tom Beddard, Lady Moon Farms; and 
founder of Patagonia, Yvon Chouinard.

The awards ceremony will take place on Sept. 9, with 
a sunset wagon ride through Rodale Institute’s farm, in 
Kutztown, Penn., punctuated with a champagne toast for 
the research scientist awardee, followed by a sit-down farm-
to-table dinner comprised of ingredients sourced from the 
Institute’s 333-acre, certified organic farm.

Engaging speakers and connecting with others who 
support food and farming systems that seek to improve 
human and planetary health is at the heart of the event. 
For more information, visit: www.RodaleInstitute.org/
OrganicPioneerAwards.

Rodale Institute announces 2017 
Organic Pioneer Award recipients

A session titled “Farm to Table: Where Your Food Comes 
From” was held for Fellows of the National Press 
Foundation on May 17 in Des Moines. Journalists from 

across the United States heard from several speakers at the 
session including Kathleen Delate and Cynthia Cambardella. 
They discussed their research on experimental organic farm 
yields compared to conventional corn crops from the same 
county.

Their research has been supported by the Leopold Center 
through several grant projects that furthered the long-running 
Long-Term Agroecological Research (LTAR) experiment.

Delate is a professor of organic agriculture at Iowa State 
University and Cambardella is a soil scientist at the USDA-ARS 
National Laboratory for Agriculture and the Environment. 

The National Press Foundation is a nonprofit organization of 
journalists, providing professional development and education 
on the latest issues and tools. The NPF recognizes and 
encourages excellence in journalism through its awards and 
programs.

Admirers of Aldo Leopold and his book A Sand County Almanac gathered at 
the Ames Public Library on Sunday, April 30, for the annual Ames Reads 
Leopold event. A diverse group of citizens read essays from the book along 

with excerpts from an essay written by Michelle Nijhuis and published in High 
Country News in 2015, titled “Can Aldo Leopold’s land ethic tackle our toughest 
problems?”

Organic ag professor gains national recognition
A long-time friend of the Leopold Center, Kathleen Delate has been in the news lately. The Center has 
supported her research for many years through the Long-Term Agroecological Research (LTAR) experiment. 
She is professor of organic agriculture in the horticulture and agronomy departments at Iowa State University.

Amelia Todd and her dad, Mike Todd, took 
turns reading the essay “September” from 
A Sand County Almanac at the Ames Reads 
Leopold event held on April 30 at the Ames 
Public Library. 

The afternoon also featured a talk by Steve Brower, who is a board member of 
the Leopold Landscape Alliance in Burlington. This group owns Aldo Leopold’s 
boyhood home and is working to purchase the adjacent Leopold-Starker home, 
where Aldo’s grandfather Charles Starker resided.

A special treat for attendees was the reading by Ames High School environmental 
science teacher Mike Todd and his 8-year-old daughter Amelia. They jointly read 
the essay “September” in honor of Amelia’s birth month. It was a bright moment 
on that cold, rainy Sunday, to see a new generation exploring Leopold’s timeless 
thoughts.

Readers included Erv Klaas, Rae Courtenay, Matt Liebman, Laura Miller, Steve 
Libbey, Bronwyn Beatty-Hansen, and Merry Rankin. Jim Pease served as moderator 
for the event. Retired Leopold Center ecology initiative leader Jeri Neal and Ames 
Public Library staffer Mary Logsdon organized the event.

“Voluntary decency. That polite phrase doesn’t appear in “The Land Ethic,” but 
the essay is an argument for its necessity — and for its potential to power 
change at even the greatest scale. “A system of conservation based solely on 
economic self-interest is hopelessly lopsided,” Leopold wrote. “It assumes, 
falsely, I think, that the economic parts of the biotic clock will function 
without the uneconomic parts... An ethical obligation on the part of the 
private owner is the only visible remedy for these situations.”

 — from the Michelle Nijhuis essay
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Thank you... to current and past Advisory Board members who devoted time to 
attend meetings and read and review grant proposals.

Thank you... to former Center directors Dennis Keeney, Fred Kirschenmann, Allen 
Trenkle, Jerry DeWitt, Mark Honeyman and Lois Wright Morton for your service to 
the Center and to sustainable agriculture in Iowa.

Thank you... to staff members who worked diligently every day to ensure the research, 
demonstration and education projects were being carried out and that word was publicized 
on their outcomes.

Thank you... to all the researchers who turned to the Leopold Center for support of their 
curiosity to find out how and why things work the way they do.

Thank you... to farmers and landowners for applying to your land the many practices that 
improve soil health and reduce pollution of Iowa’s waters as well as waterbodies downstream. 

This thank you is far from big enough to reflect our appreciation 
for those who voiced their support for the Leopold Center. 
So many great people said generous things about the good work 
that has come from the Center for 30 years.

Thank You


