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“Family Farms in an Era of Global Uncertainty” 
is a subject that strikes a responsive chord 
with all those concerned about the next steps 
for midsize operations. John Ikerd, professor 
emeritus of agricultural economics at the 
University of Missouri, used that as a starting 
point for his February 24 address as part of the 
annual Shivvers Lecture Series sponsored by the 
Leopold Center and Gamma Sigma Delta. 

From Ikerd’s perspective, the choices are clear. 
He said: “In times of economic and political 
chaos, which would you rather depend on to 
provide food for the nation? Industrial farms 
or family farms? Which would you rather rely 
on for your own food? Global corporations or 
local family farms? When Americans run out of 
credit, and the economy collapses, which would 
you rather rely on to help build a new sustainable 

economy? Industrial farms or family farms? 
Which would you rather rely on to support 
your local economy? Global corporations or 
local family farms? If the disparity in income 
grows so wide that the poor can no longer 
afford enough food to survive, which would 
you rather count on to feed the hungry? Global 
corporations or family farms? If health care 
costs climb beyond the reach of even the middle 
class, which do you think would show more 
concern for public health? Industrial farms or 
family farms?”

Read the entire speech on the Center’s web site at 
www.leopold.iastate.edu/news/pastevents/ikerd/
familyfarms.pdf

Annual Shivvers lecture brings 
economist John Ikerd to ISU
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 First Keeney lecture 
focuses on health links 

to agriculture

“The Agriculture-Public Health Connection” 
was the provocative topic of a speech by  
Dr. Robert Lawrence on October 22. Lawrence, 
who directs the Center for a Livable Future  
at the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg 
School of Public Health in Baltimore, Maryland, 
presented the lecture in honor of Dennis Keeney, 
the Leopold Center’s first director. 

Keeney selected Lawrence as the speaker based 
on their interaction with a grant program 
that studied the relationships modern food 
production practices have with human health. 
Lawrence has spent the past decade pointing 
out the complex interactions between public 
health, diet and the environment and food 
production systems. His speech touched on 
sub-therapeutic use of antibiotics in animal 
production, conditions in confinement operation, 
the obesity epidemic, increased cases of Type II 
diabetes, and the question of “harm reduction” 
as an approach to agricultural issues.

Dennis Keeney (left) 
and Joe Colletti

Lawrence presents 
seminars on campus.

Water is a finite resource that is essential in the 

advancement of agriculture, and is vital to human life. 

Jim Costa

Dr. Robert Lawrence was 
the first Keeney lecturer




