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Goal …

a tool, not an answer …
… easy access to food market demand rates …
engage a wide variety of stakeholders

… support initiatives that reduce transportation dependency
• global energy demands

• greenhouse gas demands

• infrastructure demands

… quick … easy … adaptable …



Reason …

draw together different types of users …



 

producers/distributors …
… local market capacity needs?



 

government agencies …
… demands on infrastructure?



 

research, policy, long-term development …
… directions?

strategic, not specific …


 

precise enough to set goals from …

… not too detailed to confuse them



Result

approximate consumption … county-level … entire U.S.
… derived from USDA-ERS Food Availability Data System …



 

204 food products (plus groups) …
… meats … grains … dairy … fruits … vegetables 



 

adjusts for shrinkage …
… produced … received at retail … sold at retail … consumed



 

variable measures and timeframes …
… tons/year … truck loads/day ... cubic feet/week



Method …

multiplies:


 

per capita rates of consumption …
… USDA-ERS Food Availability Data System



 

… by county populations …
… U.S. Census



 

… and unit and time conversions

http://www.ctre.iastate.edu/marketsize/
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